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Eligibility Documentation 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Grantee Responsibility 
Grantees must ensure that beneficiaries served using FVA grant funds are eligible to receive services prior to 
providing services. Eligibility documentation must be maintained by the Grantee in the beneficiaries’ records.  

Document Retention 
Grantees must retain all records pertaining to the grant per TxGMS guidance (3 years) or by the organization’s 
policy requirements, whichever is longer. All records must be kept in a secure location, either in a locked file 
cabinet or secure electronic means.  

Name Changes 
Grantees must request and maintain documented proof of legal name changes if the current legal name of the 
beneficiary is different from the name listed on the eligibility documentation. 

Missing Documentation 
If the individual is missing veteran status eligibility documentation, military service records may be requested 
online using the following: 

• National Archives eVetRecs: https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records  

• Texas Military Department Soldier Support Services Archived Records: https://tmd.texas.gov/soldier-support-services  

Discharge Statuses Served 
Grantees must ensure compliance with their own internal restrictions. A Veteran is defined by the Grantee’s 
Awarded Grant. Please note that the Grantee’s definition is determined by selections made on the Grant 
Application and are unique to individual Awarded Grants. 

                               

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
https://tmd.texas.gov/soldier-support-services
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Veteran 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Veteran: as defined by the Grantee’s Awarded Grant.  

TVC-FVA recognizes the following documentation to determine Veteran beneficiary eligibility.          
Eligibility documentation must be provided by the beneficiary and copies must be retained by the Grantee.

1. Identity – ONE of the following is REQUIRED to verify the Veteran’s identity: 

• issued by a Government Agency (State or Federal): 
 valid Photo ID (Driver License or Identification Card) 
 

2. Residency – ONE of the following is REQUIRED to verify the Veteran lives in Texas: 

• issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety (TxDPS): 
 valid Photo ID (Driver License or Identification Card) 

 
• accepted by the Texas Department of Public Safety (TxDPS): 
 Residency Document - ONE of the following containing the Veteran’s name and address: 

www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/texas-residency-requirement-driver-licenses-and-id-cards  

 
3. Veteran Status – ONE of the following is REQUIRED to verify the Veteran’s military service: 

Grantees must ensure compliance with their Awarded Grant’s definition of a Veteran. 

 
• issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety (TxDPS): 
 Photo ID (Driver License or Identification Card) including “VETERAN” designation 
 
• issued by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA): 
 Veteran Identification Card (VIC) 
 Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) 
 Service Verification Letter including Character of Service 
 Benefit Summary Letter including Character of Service 
 Third-Party Application Programming Interface (API) Software Screen Shot 

 
• issued by the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD): 
 Uniform Services Identification (USID) Card 
 DD Form 214 including Character of Service 
 NGB Form 22 including Character of Service 
 NA Form 13038 including Character of Service 
 Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) Certificate 

http://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/texas-residency-requirement-driver-licenses-and-id-cards
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Dependent (Child) 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dependent (Child): a minor (before the age of 18) biological, step, or adopted child of a Texas Veteran 
residing with the Veteran or before the age 23, if a full-time student. Includes a child who is incapable of 
self-support because of a mental or physical incapacity that existed before the age of 21 or occurred before 
the age of 23 while a full-time student. 

TVC-FVA recognizes the following documentation to determine Dependent (Child) beneficiary eligibility. 
Eligibility documentation must be provided by the beneficiary and copies must be retained by the Grantee. 

1. Identity – ONE of the following is OPTIONAL, if available, to verify the Child’s identity: 

• issued by a Government Agency (State or Federal): 
 valid Photo ID (Driver License or Identification Card) 

 
2. Relationship to Veteran – ONE of the following is REQUIRED to verify the Child’s relationship: 

• issued by a County Clerk: 
 Birth Certificate or Adoption Certificate 
 

3. Veteran Parent Status – See Veteran to verify Identity, Residency, and Status (Page 4) 
 
 

Dependent (Spouse) 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dependent (Spouse): the husband or the wife of a Texas Veteran residing with the Veteran. 

TVC-FVA recognizes the following documentation to determine Dependent (Spouse) beneficiary eligibility. 
Eligibility documentation must be provided by the beneficiary and copies must be retained by the Grantee. 

1. Identity – ONE of the following is REQUIRED to verify the Spouse’s identity: 

• issued by a Government Agency (State or Federal): 
 valid Photo ID (Driver License or Identification Card) 

 
2. Relationship to Veteran – ONE of the following is REQUIRED to verify the Spouse’s relationship: 

• issued by a County Clerk: 
 Marriage Certificate or Registered Common Law Marriage Declaration 
 

3. Veteran Spouse Status – See Veteran to verify Identity, Residency, and Status (Page 4)  
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Surviving Spouse 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Surviving Spouse: a person who was the spouse of the Veteran at the time of the Veteran's death and (a) 
who lived with the Veteran continuously from the date of marriage to the date of the Veteran's death, and 
(b) has not remarried or has not since the death of the Veteran and after September 19, 1962, lived with 
another person and held himself or herself out openly to the public to be the spouse of such other person. 

TVC-FVA recognizes the following documentation to determine Surviving Spouse beneficiary eligibility. 
Eligibility documentation must be provided by the beneficiary and copies must be retained by the Grantee. 

1. Identity – ONE of the following is REQUIRED to verify the Surviving Spouse’s identity: 

• issued by a Government Agency (State or Federal): 
 valid Photo ID (Driver License or Identification Card) 

 
2. Residency – ONE of the following is REQUIRED to verify the Surviving Spouse lives in Texas: 

• issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety (TxDPS): 
 valid Photo ID (Driver License or Identification Card) 

 
• accepted by the Texas Department of Public Safety (TxDPS): 
 Residency Document - ONE of the following containing the Surviving Spouse’s name and address: 

www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/texas-residency-requirement-driver-licenses-and-id-cards  

 
3. Relationship to Veteran – BOTH of the following are REQUIRED to verify the Surviving Spouse’s 

relationship and death of the Veteran: 
 

• issued by a County Clerk: 
 Marriage Certificate or Registered Common Law Marriage Declaration 
 Death Certificate 
 

4. Veteran Spouse Status – See Veteran to verify Status (Page 4) 

  

http://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/texas-residency-requirement-driver-licenses-and-id-cards
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Eligibility Documentation Examples 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Photo ID (Driver License or Identification Card) with “VETERAN” designation 

• issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety (TxDPS) 

To be eligible for the “VETERAN” designation, an individual must be a veteran who was 
honorably discharged or has a general discharge (under honorable conditions). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Uniform Services Identification (USID) Card 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) 
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Veteran Identification Card (VIC) 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

A Veteran Identification Card (VIC) is a photo ID that can be used to get discounts offered to     Veterans 
at many restaurants, hotels, stores, and other businesses. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

A Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) is a photo ID card used to check in at 
VA health care appointments.  
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DD Form 214 – Certificate or Release or Discharge from Active Duty 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) 
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NGB Form 22 – Report of Separation and Record of Service 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) / National Guard Bureau (NGB) 
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NA Form 13038 – Certification of Military Service 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) / National Archives 
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Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) Certificate 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) 
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Service Verification Letter 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
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Benefit Summary Letter 

• issued by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
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