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New Appointments to the Texas Veterans 
Commission Announced 
 
AUSTIN – Governor Rick Perry recently appointed Eliseo “Al” Cantu, Jr., as the new 
chair for the Texas Veterans Commission.  He also appointed a new commissioner, J.K. 
“Jake” Ellzey, and reappointed Richard A. McLeon, IV.  Their terms expire December 
2017.    
 
“Commissioner Cantu has contributed significantly on Veterans’ issues at both national 
and state levels,” says Thomas Palladino, Executive Director of the Texas Veterans 
Commission, “His experience and his military background provide a solid foundation for 
this agency to continue its mission, serving the Veterans of Texas.”   
 
Commissioner Cantu retired from the U.S. Army in 1978 at the rank of Major.  He has 
served as Post and District Commander for the Department of Texas Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States during his tenure and was elected State Commander for the 
Department of Texas in June 2007.   
 
Commissioner Cantu worked as an Internal Auditor with Nueces County, then in the 
finance field with Driscoll Children’s Hospital, finally retiring after 21 years of service 
on the Executive Committee.  Commissioner Cantu and his wife live in Corpus Christi, 
Texas.   

Commissioner Ellzey is an independent contractor who recently retired as a Commander 
after 20 years in the U.S. Navy.  He is a combat-decorated pilot who served in multiple 
theaters including Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.   

Commissioner Ellzey has flown over 4,000 hours in F-14s, F/A-18s and H-60s, and has 
over 900 carrier arrested landings.  He commanded a F/A-18 Super Hornet squadron and 
was the Air Boss on the carrier USS Ronald Reagan.  Additionally, he was a Joint 
Tactical Air Controller (JTAC) supporting Navy SEALs in Iraq.     



“Commissioner Ellzey’s most recent military experience makes him a valuable asset, 
providing our agency with fresh insight on the challenges facing this generation’s 
Veterans,” said Mr. Palladino, “We look forward to hearing his perspective on the issues 
faced by the men and women that completed service during his 20 year tenure.”   

For his exemplary service, Commander Ellzey received two Bronze Stars, two 
Meritorious Service Medals, an Individual Air Medal with Combat “V”, seven 
Strike/Flight Air Medals (one with combat “V”), the Combat Action Ribbon, and the 
Battle “E”.    

He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science from the United States Naval 
Academy, and is pursuing his Executive Master of Business Administration at the Cox 
School of Business at Southern Methodist University. Commissioner Ellzey grew up in 
Perryton, he and his family live in Midlothian, Texas.    

Commissioner McLeon is a native of Grapevine, Texas, and is the general manager of 
Rusk County Electric Cooperative, as well as board member for the East Texas Electric 
Cooperative and the Tex-La Electric Cooperative.  He has experience in non-profit 
management, administration, and finance. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from 
Texas A&M University and an Master of Business Administration from Sul Ross State 
University.   

A Veteran of Operation Desert Storm, Commissioner McLeon enlisted in 1983 and 
served in the U.S. Army and Army Reserves receiving an Honorable Discharge in 1996. 
Commissioner McLeon is an ordained minister in the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas.  
He lives in Victoria, Texas with his wife and their two sons. 

For more information about the Texas Veterans Commission visit www.tvc.texas.gov 
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