
Texas Veterans Commission Meeting Minutes 
 

Special Meeting (FY 2016) 
June 20, 2016 

 

I. Call to order.  
 
Chairman Eliseo Cantu called to order the Special Commission Meeting of the Texas 
Veterans Commission (TVC) at 9:00 a.m. on June 20, 2016 at the William B. Travis 
Building 1701 N. Congress Avenue, Room 1-111, Austin, Texas 78701. 
 
The following Commissioners, constituting a quorum were present: 
 
Eliseo “Al” Cantu, Chairman 
James H. Scott, Vice Chairman 
Jake Ellzey, Secretary 
Richard A. McLeon, IV, Commissioner 
Dan Moran, Commissioner 
 
Also present was Thomas P. Palladino, Executive Director. 
 
Also present: See the attached list. 
 
Commissioner Richard McLeon led the opening Prayer. Pledge of Allegiance to the 
United States Flag was led by Secretary, Jake Ellzey and Vice Chairman Scott led the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas Flag. 
 

II. Public Comment. 
 
No public comment was received.  

Following public comment, Chairman Cantu asked that Mr. John McKinney come 
forward to receive an award from the Commission for his time served as a member of 
the Veterans Employment and Training Advisory Committee. Mr. McKinney gave a 
few brief comments of appreciation.  

 
III. Report, presentation and/or action regarding Advisory Committees membership.  

 
Cruz Montemayor, Deputy Executive Director, informed the Commission that the 
Funds for Veterans’ Assistance Advisory Committee has received applications to fill a 
vacancy on the committee. After careful review and consideration, the Advisory 
Committee recommended Ms. Patricia Aquino to fill the vacancy within the Fund for 
Veterans’ Assistance Advisory Committee.  
 



MOTION:  Approve the recommendation regarding Fund for Veterans’ 
Assistance Advisory Committee Membership. 

MADE BY:  Vice Chairman Scott 

SECONDED BY: Secretary Ellzey 

ACTION:   The motion passed unanimously. 

 
IV. Report, presentation and/or action regarding Fund for Veterans’ Assistance 

General Assistance 16-B Grant deferred business: 
 
Charlie Catoe, Director of Funds for Veterans’ Assistance, briefed the commission on 
the LiftFund application for a General Assistance 16B grant that the Commission tabled 
for further evaluation during the 3rd Quarterly Commission meeting. Mr. Catoe 
explained LiftFund applied for an FVA General Assistance Grant for 
$300,000.  However, the grant budget included a buy-down of interest rates totaling 
$150,000 or 50% of the total grant budget. This buy-down would provide Veterans 
with a lower interest rate charged to veterans as part of LiftFund’s proposed project. 
He further explained that an interest buy-down is an unallowable expense under 2 CFR 
200. The FVA staff provided three options to the Commission for a decision.  
 
MOTION:  Close the General Assistance 16B Grant and the remaining 

$300,000 be made available in the next cycle of grant 
applications.  

MADE BY:  Commissioner Moran 

SECONDED BY: Vice Chairman Scott 

ACTION:   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

V. Report, presentation and/or action regarding agency Strategic Plan. 
 
Cruz Montemayor, Deputy Executive Director provided the proposed Strategic Plan to 
the Commissioners. The document was provided to the Commission prior to today’s 
meeting for review. Mr. Montemayor briefed each section of the plan and answered all 
questions by the Commission.  
 
MOTION:  Approve the Agency Strategic Plan as presented with 

changes to the Table of Contents.  

MADE BY:  Vice Chairman Scott 

SECONDED BY: Commissioner Moran 

ACTION:   The motion passed unanimously. 

 



VI. Executive Session.  
 
No Executive Session was held. 
 

VII. Discuss and take possible action on the items considered in Executive Session. 
 
No items to consider. 

 
VIII. Adjournment. 

 
Chairman Cantu asked each Commissioner for closing statements. The Commissioners 
extended their gratitude to Texas Veterans Commission staff for all their support and 
hard work in serving our Texas Veterans. 
 

MOTION:  Adjourn. 

MADE BY:  Commissioner McLeon 

SECONDED BY: Commissioner Moran 

ACTION:   The motion passed unanimously. 

Chairman Cantu adjourned the meeting at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Minutes Approved by:  

  

  
________________________________________  

Eliseo “Al” Cantu, Jr., Chairman  
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